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Thursday, January 19 Friday, January 20 

Tuesday, January 243 Wednesday, January 25

Community Events

Town Sounds

Town Sounds

Submissions for placement consideration in Oxford Town’s Community Calendar should be received by Tuesday at 5 
p.m. Events will be placed on a first-come, first-serve basis as space permits. Submit your information and images to; 
jeff@oxfordeagle.com or oxfordtown@oxfordeagle.com. You may also drop off your photos and information for Jeff 

McVay at The Oxford EAGLE office located at 916 Jackson Ave., just off the Square.

Saturday, January 21

• Rooster’s Blues House: Open Mic Night

• Two Stick: Two Stick Trivia – Kitchen open ’til midnight

• Blind Pig: Comedy Night with Bruce Butler

Sunday, January 22

Monday, January 23

Community Events

Town Sounds

• University Museum – African Art (ongoing exhibit) 
– The University of Mississippi Museum continues its presen-
tation of works from its permanent collection with a selection 
of African art from the Richard K. Meyer Collection. The 
exhibit can be viewed through March 10, 2012. The Univer-
sity Museum, located at the intersection of University Avenue 
and Fifth Street, is open 10 am-6 pm Tuesdays-Saturdays. For 
more information, visit http://museum.olemiss.edu or call 
662-915-7073.

• Rooster’s Blues House: Karaoke

• Snackbar – Wednesday Night Music Series – FREE 
SHOW: Brett Mosley

• Proud Larry’s – Cathead Vodka Free Concert:  Jay 
Lang and The Devil’s Due

• Off Square Books – 5 p.m. – Author Mac Gordon will 
be signing his new book “Hometown: A Remembrance” at Off 
Square Books at 5 p.m.

• Rowan Oak – William Faulkner’s Rowan Oak IS OPEN 
– HOURS – 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. – Tuesday through Saturday and 
1-4 p.m. every Sunday. The property is closed on Mondays. 
Admission: 18 and over $5. FREE to Ole Miss students.

• YAC presents the Oxford Art Crawl – Join YAC for the 
fi rst Art Crawl of 2012 from 7 to 9 p.m. tonight. Featured stops 
will include Gallery 130, Southside Gallery, Frame Up Gallery 
and the Powerhouse. The Double Decker bus will provide free 
transportation to each location. Receptions will be held at each 
gallery. For more information, visit www.oxfordcvb.com or call 
232-2367. See Page 9 for more information.

Town Sounds
• Rooster’s Blues House: Tom Evanchuck & The Old Money 
– FREE show

• Proud Larry’s: Young Buffalo

Town Sounds
• Rooster’s Blues House: Alvin Youngblood Hart – FREE show

• Proud Larry’s: Hemptones

Community Events

• Proud Larry’s: Jacob & The Old Guys

• Rooster’s Blues House: Blind Mississippi Morris – FREE 
show

• Rowan Oak – William Faulkner’s Rowan Oak IS OPEN 
– HOURS – 10 am- 4 pm – Tuesday through Saturday and 1-4 
pm every Sunday. The property is closed on Mondays. Admis-
sion: 18-and-over $5. FREE to Ole Miss students.

• L.Q.C. Lamar House Museum – View new exhibits on 
the life and times of statesman L.Q.C. Lamar on Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday 2-5. The Lamar House is located at 616 
North 14th Street with main parking on North 16th. For more 
information, call Oxford Tourism at 232-2477.

• The University Museum, 5th & University Ave., Museum 
hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Closed Sunday, Monday 
and most university holidays. For more information, E-mail 
museums@olemiss.edu or call 662-915-7073.

Community Events / Town Sounds
• Proud Larry’s: Happy Hour All Night – $2.50 margaritas 
AND $1 Miller High Life 

• Rowan Oak and the University Museum are both 
CLOSED on Mondays

• Oxford-University United Methodist Church – Oxford 
Civic Chorus – The Oxford Civic Chorus will begin its spring 
season rehearsals tonight (Monday, Jan. 23) at Oxford-University 
United Methodist Church on University Avenue in Oxford. New 
singers can audition at 6:30 p.m. in the choir room. Returning 
singers should arrive no later than 7 for registration and music dis-
tribution in Wesley Hall. Auditions will also be held at the second 
rehearsal on Jan. 30 at 6:30 p.m. in the choir room and by special 
arrangement thereafter.

• Off Square Books – 5 p.m. – Author John Barry will be 
signing his new book “Roger Williams & The Creation Of The 
American Soul: Church, State, and The Birth Of Liberty” at Off 
Square Books at 5 p.m.

• L.Q.C. Lamar House Museum – View new exhibits on 
the life and times of statesman L.Q.C. Lamar on Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday 2-5 pm. The Lamar House is located at 616 
North 14th Street with main parking on North 16th. For more 
information, call Oxford Tourism at 232-2477.

Community Events
• Oxford/Lafayette Public Library – Noon – Dean Faulkner 
Wells’ last interview before her death last year spawned a docu-
mentary short, one that will be screened at the Oxford/Lafayette 
Public Library today at noon. The French documentary titled 
“Dean Faulkner Wells: Interviewed for Les Carnets de Route” is 
part of the Books N’ Lunch program at the library.

• The University Museum, 5th & University Ave., Museum 
hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Closed Sunday, Monday 
and most university holidays. For more information, E-mail 
museums@olemiss.edu or call 662-915-7073.

• Faulkner Room, JD Williams Library Exhibition: “This 
Fiery Trial” Civil War exhibit open Monday–Friday during regular 
library hours. For more information, e-mail jwford@olemiss.edu.

• Special Collections/Archives, JD Williams Library, 
Art Exhibit: “Walter Anderson and World Literature,” Library 
hours: 1 p.m.-2 a.m. Sunday, 7 a.m.-2 a.m. Monday through 
Thursday, 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Friday and 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday.

• University Museum – African Art (ongoing exhibit) 
– The University of Mississippi Museum continues its presen-
tation of works from its permanent collection with a selection 
of African art from the Richard K. Meyer Collection. The 
exhibit can be viewed through March 10, 2012. The University 
Museum, located at the intersection of University Avenue 
and Fifth Street, is open 10 am-6 pm Tuesdays-Saturdays. For 
more information, visit http://museum.olemiss.edu or call 
662-915-7073.

Community Events / Town Sounds

Community Events
• Rowan Oak – William Faulkner’s Rowan Oak IS OPEN 
– HOURS – 10 am- 4 pm – Tuesday through Saturday and 1-4 
p.m. every Sunday. The property is closed on Mondays. Admis-
sion: 18 and over $5. FREE to Ole Miss students.

• University Museum – African Art (ongoing exhibit) 
– The University of Mississippi Museum continues its presen-
tation of works from its permanent collection with a selection 
of African art from the Richard K. Meyer Collection. The 
exhibit can be viewed through March 10, 2012. The Univer-
sity Museum, located at the intersection of University Avenue 
and Fifth Street, is open 10 am-6 pm Tuesdays-Saturdays. For 
more information, visit http://museum.olemiss.edu or call 
662-915-7073.

• L.Q.C. Lamar House – 616 North 14th Street – New 
exhibits in the L.Q.C. Lamar House tell the story of the Missis-
sippi statesman’s life against the background of the events and 
politics of the Civil War Era. They can be viewed Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday 2-5 p.m. The L.Q.C. Lamar House Museum 
is located at 616 North 14th Street in the North Lamar Historic 
District. Admission is $5 for adults, children under18  are admit-
ted free. For more information, call Oxford Tourism at 232-2477.
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$550
THE BIG DEAL

1603 West Jackson Avenue

662-236-3030

Large Pepperoni Pizza
Ready to Go! Carry-Out Only

Come Check Out Larry’s New Menu
Tickets On Sale at www.proudlarrys.com

Thursday 1.19 - Hemptones 
Friday 1.20 - Young Buffalo

Saturday 1.21 - Jacob and The Old Guys
Wednesday 1.25 - Jay Lang and The Devil’s Due

Thursday 1.26 - This Is Art
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Balancing the good and bad of UM’s culture is crucial to moving forward

Uniqueness. 
In relation to Ole Miss, it’s 

a topic I’m frequently at odds 
with. For the last few years I 

seem to spend a lot 
of my time admon-
ishing the greater 
Ole Miss and Oxford 
community for put-
ting too much stock 
in the distinguishing 
factors of Ole Miss 
culture and custom. 

Rebel fans and 
Oxford townies 
love to tell anyone 
who will listen how 

unique and different their little town 
and college can be. Outside critics and 
perpetually disgruntled members of 
the tribe (hi!) point that some of that 
pastoral charm and antebellum regal-
ity ends up hurting the football bottom 
line. Sparsely populated areas don’t gen-
erate sidewalk fans willing to fund the 
coffers of an athletic budget. Yesteryear 
pageantry alienates common outsiders, 
and continually shining a tacky neon 
light of pride on Civil War era imag-
ery and customs has proven to drive 
a wedge between Ole Miss and the 
minority that makes up over 90 percent 
of five-star rated college football talent.

Ole Miss is the ideal public univer-
sity in the ideal college town of Oxford 
— at its best, the combination can be 
Sewanee six days a week and UGA on 
Friday nights and Saturday afternoons.  
But that’s an incredibly hard balance 
to strike. Football powers sit atop big, 
bustling campuses in highly populated 
towns with their anonymous architec-

ture and strip mall surroundings. 
Like any Ole Miss idealist, I want 

to beat my chest to rival fans about 
the important, celebrated local cul-
ture of an afternoon at Square Books 
and City Grocery, rightfully scoffing 
at the bourgeois Barnes and Nobles 
and Applebee’s detrus of Tuscaloosa’s 
McFarland Boulevard. But Alabama 
also boasts keenly constructed park-
ing garages — half of their levels sunk 
underground and the other adorned 
with brick facades – and damn if they 
aren’t convenient when handling the 
near 100,000 football fans moving in 
and out of town six and seven times a 
year. That’s a trapping of the boring, 
bland commuter colleges I wouldn’t 
mind adopting in post card Oxford.

In on-field football terms, unique-
ness isn’t something to be debated, it’s 
absolutely dire for the future success of 
ole Miss. I recently interviewed “Meat 
Market” author Bruce Feldman, who 
approved of the Hugh Freeze hire main-
ly because the incoming coach had a 
passion to be in Oxford (idealism might 
say he shares our collective passion for 
this unique community) and employed 

a system of play and a recruiting phi-
losophy that was “unique,” in that it 
would get after hidden recruiting gems 
and use off-the-wall offensive tactics 
to try and bridge the chasm between 
the Rebels and teams like the Crimson 
Tide.

Feldman hit the nail on the head 
— in terms of attracting talent, devel-
oping raw potential into on field results 
and translating those results into 
wins, Ole Miss has to be unique. Boise 
State unique in turning nobodies into 
offensive playmkers. Oregon unique 
in converting tight ends into playmak-
ing defensive ends when your rivals 
scoop up the available five star tal-
ent. Pac 12 unique in bridging the gap 
between the perception of a “far flung” 
locale (Oxford’s not tucked away like 
Pullman, Washington, but in terms of 
national perception, Mississippi unfairly 
remains a cultural outpost).

Uniqueness is one of the selling 
points on Hugh Freeze that I’ve cau-
tiously embraced — his offense is built 
to speed up a physical defense and 
after commanding the pace of a game, 
start exposing matchups where skill is 

negated (to some degree) by speed and 
conditioning. 

Some of the defining aspects can go, 
namely the continual self-generated 
protest and celebration of Colonel Reb 
that will only hurt the Ole Miss brand 
in the long run. However, there are 
some aspects of the shared “experience” 
Ole Miss provides that I waffle on. I 
think it’s wonderful and charming we 
carry a tradition of wearing our Sunday 
best for a football game, but I’ve seen 
very real evidence that the overempha-
sized J. Crew hedonism subtracts from 
the home stadium advantage during 
Rebel football games. 

Combining the “Grove experience” 
and maintaining a contentious in-sta-
dium environment for opposing offenses 
is just one of the many issues Ole Miss 
has to reconcile if it has any hope of 
competing in the next generation of 
college football. How you fashion a 
unique experience while maintaining 
growth and resources comparable to 
(or at least in the neighborhood of) 
your very successful rivals is a tricky 
endeavor.

Consistently winning football games 
would make many of the issues around 
Ole Miss a moot point. The problem 
is, no one’s figured out how to do that 
in the modern era of the Southeastern 
Conference. How special Ole Miss 
wants to be on the football field 
might come at the price of some of its 
“unique” off-field identity. What are 
you willing to sacrifice?

(Editor’s note: Steven Godfrey is a free-
lance writer based in Nashville. Contact 
him at sogdjr@gmail.com  or on Twitter, 
@38Godfrey).

STEVEN 
GODFREY
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Oxford Art Crawl returns for a second season
Last year the Oxford Art Crawl 

was just an idea that local arts 
organizations hoped would help 
bring attention to the visual arts 
scene in Lafayette County. The 
idea was created during a meeting 
between representatives of the 
Oxford Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, Southside Gallery, the 
University of Mississippi Museum 
and the Arts Council in a discus-
sion about how to promote the 
visual arts. It was not on original 
idea, but an idea that had been 
successfully done in communi-
ties in which art galleries where 
concentrated in one specific 
area. Oxford CVB came up with 
the solution of shuttling people 
between the various locations on 
the Double Decker bus and the 
group decided to give the idea a 
try.

“I think we just hoped that the 
Oxford Art Crawl would provide 
an opportunity for families to tour 
all the art venues and discover 
the diversity of groups that are 
actively engaged in visual arts,” 
Director of Yoknapatawpha Arts 

Council Wayne Andrews said.  
The partners who organized 

the monthly art crawl knew they 
where on to something when the 
people getting off the Double 
Decker bus where visitors from 
Memphis, Tupelo, Fulton and 
Greenwood. 

“I think the most surprising 
element of the Oxford Art Crawl 
was that visitors from other com-
munities traveled on a week 
night to be part of the event. 
It shows how Oxford is recog-
nized as an art community and 
that programs such as these will 
draw visitors,” OCVB’s Director 
of Tourism Mary Katherine 
Herrington said.

Venues on the initial art crawl 
reported record attendance for 
a Tuesday evening during the 
event.  

“Some locations shared that 
their average attendance was 
50-60 people during a recep-
tion. Now, they are counting 200 
attendees and new visitors each 
month,” Andrews said.

The Oxford Art Crawl begins 

its 2012 season this Tuesday (Jan. 
24). The event will be held the 
fourth Tuesday of each month 
from January through October, 
lasting from 7-9 p.m. The Oxford 
Art Crawl is free and offers 
tours of the rotating exhibits at 

Oxford’s art spaces with small 
receptions held at each stop. 

Local restaurants and cater-
ers host tasting stations at each 
venue to invite visitors to stay for 
dinner on the Square.  

“I think that the support of 

local restaurants helped elevate 
the Art Crawl to a monthly 
event. The receptions offered by 
Holli’s Sweet Tooth, Old Venice, 
Proud Larrys’, Chick-fil-a and 
others coerced people to spend 
the evening on the Square as a 
family,” Andrews said.

Included in the latest crawl 
will be the University Museum, 
Gallery 130 (in Meek Hall), 
Southside Gallery, Frame Up 
Gallery and the Powerhouse 
Community Arts Center. Visitors 
may start at any location as the 
Double Decker bus will run in a 
continual circuit dropping off and 
picking up at each location.  

“Those participating in the Art 
Crawl can go at their own pace 
because the bus will make a con-
tinuous loop. Our hope has been 
that the Art Crawl will highlight 
all the different exhibit spaces 
and artists in the community,” 
Andrews said.  

Last year, as the popularity of 
the Art Crawl increased, artists 
began partnering with local retail-
ers to host one night only shows.

BRUCE NEWMAN

Melissa Johnson browses paintings at the Powerhouse as 
part of an art crawl last year. This year’s art crawl events 
begin on Tuesday, Jan. 24, at venues all around the L-O-U 
community. As always, these poular monthly events are free.

Bald eagles; A good excuse to head outdoors, Oxford
BY MICHELLE MCANALLY

Oxford Town Outdoors

Midwinter is bald eagle survey 
time at Enid, Sardis and 
Grenada Lakes. At Enid this 
past week, teams braved the 

cold, misty weather to comb the banks 
of the lake. My team, led by Ranger Deb 
Freeman, recorded six — four immature 
and two mature — bald eagles. The 
overall count for the day was 35. We also 
saw a plethora of great blue herons and 
pelicans.

Bald eagles are regularly spotted at our 
area Corps of Engineers lakes. The best 
way to find them is to head out in the 
morning with binoculars and make your 
way around the shore. There is access to 
the shore at the many boat ramps, board-
walks and recreation areas, so just drive to 
one, park and start looking. You will often 
see them without even using binoculars, 
but after you sight an eagle, they are good 
for zeroing in. Then you can tell how old 
the eagle is. They will be interested in you, 
too — and they can see over three miles. 
We were lucky enough to see a group 
of four eagles playing leap frog on some 
stumps, and after they got bored with 

that, they rousted a 
scattering of great 
blue herons that were 
hanging out on a 
nearby sand pile.

You can tell the 
age of a bald eagle 
by the coloring of its 
head feathers. The 
youngest are mostly 
brown topped, while 
a fully grown eagle, 
at about five years, 
sports the snowy 
head in which they 
are often associated. 
A bald eagle in flight 
is breathtaking — 
their wingspan can 
be over seven feet. 
There is no mistaking 
it for a vulture or osprey.

The eagles we spotted were mostly sit-
ting on tall tree stumps on the lake bed, 
which is nearly dry because the water has 
been drawn down for the winter. Some 
were hanging out on mud flats waiting for 
schools of fish in the pools. You can see so 
many at our area lakes because the fishing 
is plentiful and the territory wide. Females 
sit on the egg in her huge nest while the 

male hunts for food. 
After the eaglet 
hatches, both parents 
take turns bringing 
in food.

The bald eagle, 
found only in North 
America, is our 
national bird, cho-
sen by the founding 
fathers as a symbol 
of freedom, courage 
and strength. Bald 
is an old fashioned 
word meaning 
white faced. When 
the bald eagle was 
adopted as America’s 
bird in 1782, it was 
common over most 
of the continent, 

numbering perhaps around 25,000. But, 
encroachment on their habitat by humans 
has dramatically lowered that number, 
to the point that, until recently, it was 
on the Threatened Species list. Due to 
recent efforts of conservationists, it has 
been removed from the list. Ongoing 
preservation of their habitat, greater pub-
lic awareness and increased funding for 
conservation and research give us cause 

for cautious optimism that eagles won’t 
disappear — ever.

Beside the fact they are beautiful to 
watch, why should anyone care if the bald 
eagle becomes extinct? The extinction of 
any plant or animal, no matter how small, 
causes a disruption in the natural cycle 
upon which all life on the planet depends. 
Just one break in the chain causes a cas-
cade of negative effects to all other life 
forms, including humans. So the eagle 
is more than our national symbol� it is 
representative of the plight of all wildlife 
struggling to survive in a world of concrete 
jungles, tracts of Mcmansions and super-
highways. If we can’t save our country’s 
pride and joy, what hope is there for God’s 
smaller creatures? Check out www.natio-
naleaglecenter.org to learn more about 
eagles and find out how you can help.

This year, there aren’t as many eagles 
at Enid Lake because it’s been mild in the 
northern portion of the country. But, a 
few pairs of resident nesters come back 
each year to hatch their eaglet. Others 
come just for one season — but there are 
still plenty of them to see. They arrive 
before Christmas and stay until around 
late-February or early-March, so there’s 
still time to perform your own eagle count.  

Get out and start searching, Oxford.

  This bald eagle was spotted and 
photographed by by David and Carol 
Ann Dunn at a recent bald eagle 
survey conducted at Enid Lake.
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— Answers on Page 11 —

By Jeff CurtisBest of BZAR
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PACKAGE
STORE Voted Oxford’s Favorite Wine 

& Spirits Store!308 Jackson Ave.

10% OFF
WINE

With This Coupon
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